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work as they were to suffer from the abruptness of Papen's
decisions,
On the whole it must be admitted that as Chancellor
he did not make the false moves which one would have
expected of him from previous experience. His six months
of government were no failure. It must also be said that
his downfall was in no way due to a failure of his capacity
or his powers, but purely to the intrigue of Schleicher, who
was tired of being merely the leader of the Government in
practice while Papen sunned himself in the glory of the
title. Schleicher said to himself that he could now quietly
take over, for the period while he worked with Papen had
shown him that to all intents and purposes he had the reins
in his hands.
It was only in economic questions that Papen could to
a certain extent go his own way. It has already been
indicated that his system of tax vouchers contributed in
no small degree to the relief of German industry at the
end of 1932. His previous close connection with industry
and the considerable intercourse he had had with the leading
industrialists stood him in good stead, for he showed more
attention to and understanding of healthy economic develop-
ment than many other German Chancellors. He therefore
gave his Minister of Trade, Dr. Warmbold, who was a very
clever man, a free hand, and so was able to achieve greater
successes in the economic than in the political sphere.
Yet Papen made one cardinal error for which the German
nation and the whole world has had to pay most heavily.
Although towards the end of 1932 he could clearly perceive
the break-up of the Hitler movement (which was in part
due to his own measures), yet he had not learnt his lesson.
If he had given Hitler the coup-de-grdce, he would have
done one of the really great deeds of history. But no ; he
had already had one bitter experience of Hitler's perfidy,
he had fought him on that score and borne the brunt of
his counter-attack. And now, barely a month after his-own
dismissal, from motives of purely personal revenge he
stretched out his hand to help Hitler to power.
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